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Whereas: 
• Eighty percent of antibiotics sold in the United States are used for animal agriculture, 

primarily for non-therapeutic purposes;1,2  
• Antibiotic resistance is increasing across the country;3 
• There is a growing body of research that links antibiotic resistance to the overuse of 

antibiotics in animal agriculture, presenting a serious risk to human health;4,5 
• There is a strong consensus among independent experts, including the U.S. Institute of 

Medicine/National Academy of Science and the World Health Organization, that antibiotic use 
in agriculture contributes to growing antibiotic resistance.  More than 300 organizations, 
including the American Medical Association, American Public Health Association, and Health 
Care Without Harm, have advocated ending the non-therapeutic use of medically important 
antibiotics as feed additives;6,7,8 

• Non-therapeutic use of antibiotics in livestock was banned in Sweden in 1980s, Denmark in 
the 1990s, and in the rest European Union in 2006, but multiple attempts to ban this practice 
in the US over the last 30 years have been thwarted by the factory farming and 
pharmaceutical industries;9  

• Several hospitals and school systems across the country are already committing to procuring 
meat raised without non-therapeutic antibiotics;10,11 

 
Therefore, the UCSF Academic Senate: 
• Calls on UCSF food services to phase out of all procurement of meat produced with the use 

of non-therapeutic antibiotics.  
• Encourages the entire UC system, including all of the UC medical and academic foodservice 

facilities, to develop a timeline for a similar phase out. 
• Encourages UCSF students, faculty and staff and the larger community to reduce or eliminate 

their own purchases of meat raised with non-therapeutic antibiotics.  
• Encourages UCSF students, faculty and staff to become familiar with the significant risks 

imposed by the non-therapeutic use of antibiotics in agriculture and to help educate the public 
and decision makers regarding the importance of reserving antibiotics for therapeutic use. 
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