
 
23 June 2010 
 
Dear Members of the Coordinating Committee on Graduate Affairs (CCGA), 
 
We are submitting for your consideration a request for a simple name change to an existing graduate 
program at UCSF.  This request does not involve alterations to either the curriculum or resources 
required for the program.  Specifically, we would like to change the current program name, which is 
Developmental Biology (DB) to Developmental and Stem Cell Biology (DSCB). 
 
We believe there is good reason for making the proposed name change and for doing so now.  UCSF 
has long played a prominent and often pioneering role in shaping the highly interconnected disciplines 
of developmental and stem cell biology.  DB has been part of the TETRAD graduate umbrella for 
nearly 20 years, and is an independent, degree-granting graduate program.  When many DB Program 
faculty recently moved to Mission Bay (MB), our members recognized a need to keep the group 
cohesive and interactive.  At the same time, partly as a consequence of new recruitments to 
Parnassus Heights (PH), the Biomedical Sciences (BMS) Graduate Program assembled a strong 
cohort of developmental and stem cell biology faculty, and also attracted many outstanding students.  
Thus, the name change reflects the fact that DSCB is a cross-campus interdepartmental consortium 
designed to facilitate and maintain interactions among faculty and graduate students interested in the 
rapidly expanding and closely related fields of developmental biology, stem cells, and regeneration. 
 
On the graduate level, DSCB will constitute a “bridge program” between the Program in Biological 
Sciences (PIBS) and the Biomedical Sciences (BMS).  DSCB also aligns its efforts with a variety of 
cross-campus entities including the Eli and Edythe Broad Center of Regeneration Medicine, the 
Cardiovascular Research Institute, the Program in Craniofacial and Mesenchymal Biology, the 
Diabetes Center, and the Gladstone Institute.  All of these groups have given us excellent feedback, 
they support our endeavor, and we continue to coordinate our programmatic activities with them.  The 
DSCB Program is directed by two faculty members (one from MB and one from PH) and is overseen 
by an executive committee.  This executive committee consists of developmental and stem cell 
biologists from multiple UCSF campuses. 
 
For admission, beginning in the Fall of 2010, students will be able to apply directly to the DSCB 
Program, or because of the bridging nature of the DSCB Program, students can continue to enter 
through TETRAD or BMS and choose DSCB as their major area of focus.  Students will be active 
participants in either of the journal clubs that have a main emphasis on developmental and stem cell 
biology.  At present these journal clubs include the Developmental Biology Journal Club held at MB 
and the Stem Cell Journal Club held on PH.  Finally, all DSCB students will attend and present their 
data at an annual retreat (currently an overnight meeting held at the Marconi Center).  There will also 
be coordination among the various monthly seminar series. 
 
In many ways, the proposed name change reflects the outstanding and complimentary strengths of 
basic and translational research at UCSF on topics including cell differentiation, pattern formation, 
stem cells, tissue and organ development, and regeneration.  Adding “Stem Cell” to the existing 
program name helps convey the integrated and multidisciplinary training experience that graduate 
students receive while pursuing careers in these rapidly expanding fields.  The name change also 



reinforces the fact that our program has an interrelated curriculum and offers unified educational 
activities that enrich the University.  The new name will be a powerful recruitment tool for attracting the 
best and brightest students, and for competing with other prominent, upper-tier institutions that have 
graduate programs already combining developmental and stem cell biology.  Students who graduate 
with a doctoral degree from the DSCB Program will be extremely well positioned to capitalize on the 
high levels of enthusiasm for such training by recruiters from academia and from the private sector, 
especially the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries.  Moreover, because of their direct impact 
on human health, the fields of developmental and stem cell biology are commanding significant 
resources from state and federal funding agencies such as the CIRM and NIH.  Thus, in numerous 
ways, the proposed name change will positively affect our relationships with many external partners, 
and enhance the portfolio of graduate and research training opportunities at UCSF. 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration and support of this important endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Didier Stainier (MB), Professor and Co-Director, Developmental Biology Graduate Program 
 
Rich Schneider (PH), Associate Professor and Co-Director, Developmental Biology Graduate 
Program 
 
Executive Committee Members: 
 
Brian Black (MB), Professor, Cardiovascular Research Institute 
 
Rik Derynck (PH), Professor and Co-Director, The Eli and Edythe Broad Center of Regeneration 
Medicine and Stem Cell Research 
 
Susan Fisher (PH), Professor and Director, UCSF Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research Center 
 
Matthias Hebrok (PH), Professor and Director, UCSF Diabetes Center 
 
Holly Ingraham (MB), Professor, Department of Pharmacology 
 
Arnold Kriegstein (PH), Professor and Director, Eli and Edythe Broad Center of Regeneration 
Medicine and Stem Cell Research 
 
Ralph Marcucio (SFGH), Associate Professor and Director, Orthopaedic Trauma Institute Laboratory 
for Skeletal Regeneration 
 
Takashi Mikawa (MB), Professor, Cardiovascular Research Institute 
 
Jeremy Reiter (MB), Assistant Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics 
 
Deepak Srivastava (MB), Professor and Director, Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease 


