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COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH
Jon Levine MD, PhD, Chair

MINUTES DRAFT
Meeting of December 18, 2002

PRESENT: J. Levine (Chair), S. Hall (Vice-Chair), B. Drew, J. Lansman, S. Marshall, W. Max, C.
McCulloch, R. Jones, J. Kurhanewicz, K. Shokat, R. Lee, L. Pereira

ABSENT: A. Burlingame, S. Cheung, T. DeMarco, R. Lustig, M. Ratcliffe, P. Babbitt, K. Chesla, R.
Pieper, R. Reijo-Pera

The Committee on Research was called to order by Chair Levine on December 18, 2002 at 10:10 a.m. in
Room S118. A quorum was present.

Approval of Minutes

The approval of the minutes of the meetings of October 8 and November 12, 2002 are postponed until
the January, 2003 meeting of the Committee.

Chair’s Report

None.

University Committee on Research (UCORP) Report

Vice-Chair Sharon Hall reported that there are ongoing issues regarding tobacco industry funding of
research both at UCSF and other University of California campuses. The American Legacy Foundation
has recently awarded several million dollars of grant funding to investigators at UC San Diego and
UCSF and has since stipulated that future funding will be contingent upon an agreement by the receiving
institution that no faculty member in the same school (or comparable organizational unit) as the grant
recipient may be in receipt of tobacco industry funds for research. S. Hall noted that this has given rise
to significant debate at both campuses and requested support from the committee to raise associated
issues and concerns at UCORP. The Committee expressed unanimous support of this suggestion.

Following discussion of issues relating to tobacco industry funding of research, committee members
approved a Motion to recommend to UCSF Academic Senate Chair, Daniel Bikle that conflicts of
interest related to research funding from organizations which may be questionable in terms of current
UC policy be considered on a case by case basis by the UCSF Conflict of Interest Advisory Committee.
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Racial Privacy Initiative

The Committee extensively reviewed and discussed the proposed Racial Privacy Initiative
(http://www.ucop.edu/senate/rpi.pdf) which was submitted to the Attorney General of California on
September 28, 2001.

Committee members expressed concern that the initiative, which would prohibit state classification of
individuals by race, ethnicity, color, or national origin, is too restrictive and may limit scientific
research. Chair Levine and Vice-Chair Hall agreed to draft a response to the initiative on behalf of the
Committee to submit to UCSF Academic Senate Chair, Daniel Bikle.

Five-Year Review of Agricultural Experiment Station

In response to a request from Academic Senate Chair, Daniel Bikle, the Committee reviewed the recent
Five-Year Review of the Agricultural Experiment Station (AES) (Attachment 1). The Committee
discussed the review in detail and while members had no further comments regarding this review they
affirmed that the Committee on Research should be actively involved in the review of all ORUs and
Non-ORUs at UCSF. The Committee voted to approve two recommendations:

1. A copy of the five-year reviews of all UCSF ORUs and Non-ORUs should be sent to the
Committee on Research for comment.

2.  All ORUs and Non-ORUs should affirm to the Committee on Academic Personnel that a
stewardship review of the Director (or equivalent administrator) is performed regularly and at
least every five years.

The Committee will convey these recommendations to Academic Senate Chair, Daniel Bikle.

Awarding of Grant Funds – Prioritization and Scoring of Applications

Committee members discussed in detail the prioritization and scoring of applications for Individual
Investigator and Shared Equipment Grants. Committee members requested that the Academic Senate
Office make available to applicants information regarding the percentages of grant applications that
have been funded in previous years.

Following extensive discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to continue to prioritize grants using
a scoring system similar to that of the NIH, where 1.0 = strongly recommend for full funding through
3.0 = Not fundable. The Committee further voted unanimously to calculate the mean scores for each
application during the grant review meeting and to prioritize grants at this time. Following the grant
review meeting, the Chair of the Committee will work with the Academic Senate Office to allocate
funds to grants prioritized by the Committee, according to funding availability.

Travel Grants
The Office of the President has recently posted on its home page information about a University Travel
Management Program (http://www.ucop.edu/matmgt/uctr.html) through which campuses  may access
negotiated agreements for lower pricing for University business travel expenses (air, car and lodging.)
The UCSF Academic Senate Office is currently working to compile details of this program for
dissemination to UCSF faculty. The Committee recommended that, when these guidelines and
procedures are available and in place for UCSF, that current Committee on Research Travel Grants
guidelines for applications for travel be amended to incorporate use of the University’s Travel

http://www.ucop.edu/senate/rpi.pdf
http://www.ucop.edu/matmgt/uctr.html
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Management Program A detailed amendment will be finalized when full details of the program are
available from the Academic Senate Office.

Report of Meeting of UC Committee on Research Analysts  - E. Langdon-Gray

A retreat for the Committee on Research (COR) analysts from each of the nine University of California
Academic Senate divisions was hosted by the San Francisco Division on Friday, December 6, 2002. The
retreat provided analysts with a valuable opportunity to discuss best practices for COR administration at
each campus, as well as issues of current importance related to each campus’ Committee on Research.
Some of the important information shared was as follows:

•  The structure and size of Senate Research Committees/Councils vary across the nine
campuses: several campuses divide their Research Committees into two subcommittees –
one which considers and recommends policy and one which considers and recommends
grant funding.

•  Several campus Research Committees engage in direct fundraising to support research grant
funding on their campus’. UC Berkeley has introduced a payroll deduction option to allow
faculty to directly contribute into a fund managed by the Committee on Research in order to
fund research for new and junior faculty. This program has been enormously successful and
has generated over $100,000 to date.

•  All analysts emphasized the importance of policy review at the campus level and shared
ideas about how to foster more meaningful interactions between the University Committee
on Research (UCORP) and divisional committees. To this end, analysts recommended the
training of representatives to UCORP and the dissemination of UCORP agendas and
minutes to divisional committees.

•  The process for the review and awarding of grant funds at each of the nine divisions is
broadly similar although there are wide variations in the extent of post-award monitoring of
grants.

The meeting adjourned at5:00 p.m.

Meeting Attendance Record

MEMBERS 10/8/02 11/12/02 12/18/02 TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA

John Levine (Chair) � �

Sharon Hall (Vice-
Chair)

� �

Patsy Babbitt � �

Alma Burlingame Absent

Catherine Chesla � �

Steve Cheung
RSVP’d
Absence

RSVP’d
Absence
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Teresa De Marco
RSVP’d
Absence

RSVP’d
Absence

Barbara Drew � �

Reese Jones Absent �

John Kurhanewicz
RSVP’d
Absence

�

Randall Kramer � �

Jeff Lansman � �

Randy Lee
RSVP’d
Absence

�

Robert Lustig
RSVP’d
Absence

RSVP’d
Absence

Chuck McCulloch � �

Sally Marshall � �

Wendy Max � �

Lenore Pereira
RSVP’d
Absence

�

Russell Pieper � �

Mark Ratcliffe � RSVP’d
Absence

Renne Reijo-Pera � �

Kevan Shokat
RSVP’d
Absence

�

John Wiencke � �

Senate Staff:
Elizabeth Langdon-Gray
Senate Analyst
Elangdon-gray@senate.ucsf.edu
476-1307


