
 
March 8, 2007 
 
 
To:  School of Nursing Faculty Council 
 
From: Joseph I. Castro, Ph.D., M.P.P. 

Associate Vice Chancellor, Student Academic Affairs 
Co-Chair, UCSF Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) Steering 
Committee 

 
Re:  WASC Accreditation Process 
 
 
I am writing to update you on the WASC accreditation process that UCSF is engaged in this 
year.  WASC accreditation is a requirement for the campus to receive federal and state funding.  
The first step in the accreditation process is the development of an institutional proposal, which 
must be submitted to WASC by May 15, 2007. 

 

The campus initiated the process to develop the institutional proposal in early 2006.  The 
Chancellor and Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost appointed a WASC Accreditation 
Steering Committee to design the proposal and help guide the process.  The Steering 
Committee includes faculty and administrative leaders from across the campus, including 
representatives from the Academic Senate, each of the four professional schools and the 
Graduate Division.  The School of Nursing is represented on the committee by Associate Dean 
Dorrie Fontaine. The committee is co-chaired by Vice Provost of Academic Affairs, Sally 
Marshall, and me.   

 

The new WASC accreditation process has changed significantly since previous evaluations; 
there is now a substantial amount of attention paid to outcomes, assessment and evaluation.  
The institutional proposal is also limited to a maximum of 15 pages, and it has been a challenge 
over the last few months to create such a concise picture of UCSF. 

 

Our institutional proposal is aligned with the campus’ current strategic planning process.  It will 
focus on three themes – learning environment; student learning outcomes; and diversity.  The 
WASC Steering Committee selected these themes because they represent important areas 
where the campus can strengthen its efforts over the next five to ten years. 

The institutional proposal will be presented in April to key individuals and groups across the 
campus.  Dorrie Fontaine and I would appreciate the opportunity to present the proposal to the 
School of Nursing Faculty Council at its April 20 meeting. 

 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me at joseph.castro@ucsf.edu or 
502-7786. 

 

cc: Vice Provost Sally Marshall 


